Detection of hepatitis C virus (HCV) RNA in paraffin embedded tissue sections of human liver of non-A, non-B hepatitis patients by in situ hybridization.
Localization of hepatitis C virus (HCV) RNA was investigated by non-radioactive in situ hybridization in human liver specimens of chronic non-A, non-B (NANB) hepatitis patients who were seropositive for antibodies to HCV (anti-HCV). For in situ hybridization, T-T dimerized synthetic oligodeoxynucleotide probes were used and DNAs hybridized in situ were detected immunohistochemically using specific antibodies against T-T dimer. The data demonstrates that HCV-RNA was localized in the cytoplasm of hepatocytes in human liver biopsies obtained from the patients with chronic NANB hepatitis seropositive for anti-HCV.